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MM argaret; 5. W em infler, a at 
x publique entering into the. 
Covenant, 
By f 
Sowre of the Nobilitie, KnightBood, and Gentry. 
Divers Colonels, Officers, and Souldiers." © 
Thoſe of the Scotiſh NAtion about the Citie, 


Hany reverend Divines here reſidin 7g 
Septem. 29, Anno 1645. 


By Thomas CoLEMAaNn, -Paſtour Sf Blotem i in 
the County of Zincolwe, and. (being theneedriven by | 
_© © the Canaliers): nowPreacher at S', Perers _ 
Cornhill, Low D 0 N. 


of tho Honou rable Houſe of Commons. 
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od ” e 190 þle,. the Prie Lever, the Porters the Singers, the We- 
i; uf per that gr Themſelves fromthe people of 1 the Lands, 
= co he Lew of God, their Ne and they daughters, every one 


T hey clave to thx bredbren, their Nobles, and entred into a curſe and into an Oath 


"to walhe 8G 0s Law, which was given by Moſes the ſervant of God, and to/| 4 


| m \herve adthe all th * Commandment f the Lord er Land, art his Fudg 
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Die Sab. ult, Sept. 16 4.2, 


T is this day Ordered by the Commons 
Houſe of Parliament , "That Colonell 
Long doe give thankes to Maſter Coleman, 
for the great paines he tooke in a Sermon 
at S'.. Margarets Church in Weſtminſter, 
upon the taking of the Covenant. And that 
Maſter Coleman be deſired ro Print his 
Sermon: and is to have the ſamepriviledge 
as other Miniſters haye had : That none 
ſhall Print, or re-priot his Sermon, bur 
ſuch as he ſhall authoriſe thereunto. 


H, Elfyng, Cler. Parl. D. Com. 


| ] Authoriſe Chriſtopher Meredith or his Aſſignes te 
print my Sermon aboye-named, and no man elle. 
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 This1s mos according to Order: 
Henry walley. | 
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To the Honorable Gentry of all forts, 
the Colonels, Officers , and Souldiers, 


to our Deare Brethren of the Scotiſh 
Nartion, andthe reverend Mini- 
ſtery of ods Word, 


That entred into a Solemne League and 


Covenant with God , at S*, Margarets 
Weſtminſter, Septem.2g. 1643. 


ed 2 Pon the motion of ſome of you, and 
9 , the order of the Honourable Houſe, 
Ze W 1/d/ 


9 1 preached this Sermon , Vpon the 
1 requeſt of divers, and alike order, 

I publiſhed it ; my ayme is the ſame, 
a then, ſo now , that you would goe 

2) in ihe might of this your oath,and in 
the obſervanceof it at all times. An 

oath,if vain,makes the Land to meurne; An oath, if weigh- 
tie, makes itTorejoyce. This is anew thing, and not done 
in our Landbefore; and I hope will have a new effett, not 
ſeene by our people before, You rejoyced in the oath atthe 
taking ; you ſhall yejoyce inthe reſt, and peace that will fol- 
low. For a further light , 1 have added a word or two in 


the 


thethird Head of the laſt part , Satusfadtory ; which time 
then permitted not ; and it is but a word. The day when 
this Covenant was ſubſcribed, was a day of contentment 
and joy. The Honourable Gentry accompied it their free- 
dome to be bound to God, The brave men of warre ac- 
compted it their courage to be preſſed for this Service ; Our 
Brethren of Scotland efteemed it a happineſſe, and a fur- 
ther att of Pacification ; Our reverend Divines deſerve 
not to be laſt, either in praiſe, or performance. The worke 
that day proſpered in our hands. Tou deſired a Sermon out 
of Pietie , that the dutie of that day might be ſanttified 
with the word, and prayer. The time for the preparing was 
ſo ſhort, there conld not be ſeene much of man. If the 
worke inthe delivery was uſefull , 1 hope , there appeared 
much of God: and then it is your dutie to give him the glq- 
ry, 4s to doe you good was the hearty aime of 


Ocober 4. 


1643. 
Your very faithtull friend 


and ſervant in the Goſpel, 


TrHonaAs COLEMAN. 


A -: 
SERMON PREACHED 


AT.I1IHE TAKING. Q-EF 


THE COVENANT: 
September 39. 164 3. 


IERE MN. 30. 2TI., The laſt clauſe. | 
For who #« this, that engaged his heart to approch 
unto me, ſaiththe Lord ? 


Mt Wo things in this clauſe cauſe ſome ob- 
9; ſcuritie':: Firſt, the uncertaintie ot the 
PB: ſubject: Secondly , the ambiguitie of 
4 one phraſe. | 


by way of prophecie, orof ſomeparticular perſon, by 
way of ſtory , or indefinitely ot every one, by way 
of dutie. | y 
Secondly, the ambiguicy of that phraſe, 1:gaged'; a X;mehi by 
which according tothe variety of its fignifications, is Sp 
or may be variouſly rendred: * He adorned his heart, ® Hierom, 
b he applied his heart, ©he airected his heart, * He Rab. Aanr, 
engaged bs heart, © Geneva, 


B Here. © Laſt tranſl. 
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Hereupon the fenſe becomes various: 

Firft, Who as he, viz, Chriſt, hath applied his 
heart? Can there be found aparallel to Chriſt in the 
World, thathath ſo given himſelfte up to God 2 made 
him, and his wayes, his meat, and drinke; yea more 
then hisappointed food? 

Secondly, Who hath fitted, adorned his heart ? Is 


there any, that can adorne and prepare himſelte to 


approchunto God without God 2 

Thirdly, to omit others of like nature : It may be 
true, that it is chiefly ſpoken of Chriſt ; rhe titles in 
the beginning of the verſe look this way ; His noble 
one, His ruler : but ſeeing Chriſt is the head of the 
body, and one with his body, it may ſecondarily, and 
by way of communication be alſo affirmed of his 
members ; and to them we extend it. 

The clauſe therefore ſeemes dependent, and as it 


isapplied to man, hath reference to that which is an 
aCt of God, and ſeemes to be a reaſon thereof, I-will 


cauſe him, ſaith God, to draw nigh, and he then ſhall 


approch ; For who is, that hath engaged hu heart ? The 
force of whichinference may look two wayes. 


Firſt, ſhewing the impoſlibilitie in man to beginne 
the ation ; I will cauſe him to draw nigh , For who s 
the, that hath engaged his heart ? Where is the man, 
' that can direct his heart, approch to me of himſelfe, 

by his owne power ? not any, not one ; without me 
you can doe nothing. 

Secondly, approving the endevour to continue ; I 
will cauſe him to draw neere, that he may approch, 
and ſtay with me ; He doth his beſt, according to his 
ſtrength; He engageth his heart, 1 will helpe on with 
the worke, For who i this ? Oh this is an excellent 
one; There are not many ſo ; that any,that this is ſo, 
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is beyond expectation, worthy of commendation , 
What a one is this? Who is it that bath engaged, 
tied, bound his heart from ftartivg aſide like 4, 
ken bow, to approch to, and to continue with me, 
faith the Lord ? 

In the words (toproceed methodically, and clear- 
ly)Ioffer the ſummeof my thoughts to be con{tdered 
under foure generall heads, or parts. 

x. Theopeningofthe Phraſes. 
2. Thepropounding ofthe point. 
3. The viewing of the dutie. 
4. Theencouragement to thepraCtice, 

In and through theſe we ſhall walke, as trayellers, 
who ſpeed their pace in thoſe fields which yeeld no 
novelties, no fruit, no delight ; but where they meet 
with varieties to _ the ſenſes, fruitfull places, 
greene paſtures to refreſh themſelyes and beafts,the 
reſt themſelves and baite : ſoin ſome of theſe we ſhall 
onely take and offer a tafte, on other infift, as God 
ſhall dire& ; wherein an ingagement of the atrenti- 
ons inthe handling tome, may through Gods mercy 
beget an engagement of the heart in the applyingto 
God, Ofthemin order, | 


The firſt general part. 


SECT. I. 
The opening of the Phraſes. ; 
Þ** the fuller underftanding of the Prophets drift, 


threewords or phraſes in this ſhort ſentence are a 
little to be cleared, forit containeth three parts. Firf, 
an action of piety. Secondly, the object of this action. 
Thirdly, the inquirie into both ; and each of theſe is 
exprefiedinſo many ſeverallparticles, 

| B 2 Furſt, 
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Firſt, the ationot piety, [»gaging rhe heart ; the 
heart may prove looſe and wandering without an in- 
gagement. The ingagement may be hypocriticall, 
aad ſiniſter, ifit be not of the heart ; bur the one im- 
plyipg ſtabilirie, the other {inceritie, both rogether 
compleit it as an aCtion of piety. 

Secondly, the object of chis aftion, fo 4pproch unto 
[»e.] Sin may be the objeC& purſued, and God may 
be beheld at a diſtance : In this, we doe not approch, 
in that, we approch not to God ; but either 1s need- 
full: God abhors thoſe that approch to {tune , He 
mindes not thoſe, that look to him at their diſtance : 
except then thou approch, and approch unto God, 
thy endevour is either cold, or curſed. 

Thirdly, the inquirie into both, Who # this ? into 
the at of ingagement, becauſe itis not uſuall, into 
the part ingaged, becauſe it is ſubtill; and what we 
ſeldome ſee, or groundedly ſuſpe&t, we have cauſeto 
enquire after, . 
xr. Ofrhe firſt. 1ngage the heart. 

This ingagement of the heart, is a degree of the 
hearts motion towards any object, good, and bad;tor 
it was an ingagement though a bad one, when more 
then fortie men bound themſelves with an oath from 
eating, and drinking, till they had killed Paul. To 


this degree of ingagement we aſcend by theſe ſteps, 


and the heart of man perfecs a motion towards God, 
and good things, thus gradually. 

By an inclination or hankering, a propenſitie in the 
minde to this, or that: This naturally is evill, and to 
evill, he that followes his inclination goes wrong, the 
whole frame of a mans diſpoſition being continually 


ill diſpoſed : Iris called in Scripture, the ſpcech, or 


ſaying of the heart, and uſed indifferently both of 
g00d, 
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taking of the Covenant. 5 
go00d, and bad, yet with a notable marke of diverfitie 
10 the Originall, though tranſlations minde ir nor. 
Eight times in the old Teſtament is this phraſe [ ſaid 
io his heart] uſed. Fovre times by the wicked, andas 
| oft by the righteous, but conſtantly when ſoever a, 
| wicked man uſeth it, (as Davids foole, Pſal, 14.1. 
' Eſan, Haman, Satan) itis In his heart, Whenagood yy 
man(as Hannah,David,)itis To his heart, & teacheth, 15 vx 
Firſt, That the heart and courſes of a wicked man, 
are ſubje& to his inclinations, they dictate to him, 
they command, and he obeyes. 
Secondly , But the inclinations of a good man are 
ſubject to him, he dictates to them, commands them 
as things ſubdued, and fit to be-kept under. 

Both theſe different inclinations, different (1 ſay ) 
| inreſpect of ſubje, and objeR,are ftrengthned with 
nothing more, then the often reiteration of ſutable 
_ anevill inclination with evillaCts, a good with 

ood, 

| Firſt, Sin gathereth ſtrength by frequency of com- 
| mitting , andat laft becomes as naturall as meat or 
E ſleepe: By following vanitie, they became vain, faith 
Teremy, Chap. 2. 5. pe TD 
Secondly, A good inclination is fturthered by good 
ations , frequency in performance turnes toa habit; 
Therfore the Jews to habituate their heart to mourn- 
ing, doe alwayes for the ſpace of three dayes before 
the memoriall of the Temples deſolation, in their 
publique meetings read Chapters of mourning, for 
(ſay they ) three acts make a habit ; and hereupon it 
was, that Iſrael above and before other nations be- 
| came a blefſed people, bleſſings being even natura- 

lized unto them by the holinetle of the three Parri- 
B 3 arches, 
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arches, Abraham, Tſaac, and 1acob, immediately ſuc- 
ceeding eachtheother. 

By adefire, which is an inclination augmented, and 
actuated, carrying on the party to the thing deſired, 
grounded on, or enclined by ſome externall inforce- 
ments. This was in Paul, who by that relation to; and 
intereſt that he had in the Theſſalonians, endeavoured 
abundantly-with much deſire to ſee their face, which 
put him to the aflay once,and again,as himſeltſpeaks, 
Ir Theſſ.2.17,18. | | 

A purpoſe , a determination to effeCt, to accom- 
pliſh his deſire :' I have purpoſed , faith David, that 
my mouth ſhall not tranſgreſſe ; which purpoſing be- 
fore it be taken up, ſhould be well grounded , and 
when taken up , not lightly altered. For ſee, how a 
change in fuch a purpoſe pur the Apoſtle to a ſerious 
apology, 2 Cor. 1. 16. He was mindedto have viſited 
them, he did not; He foreſaw they might,they would 
taxe him of lightnefle, as either not minding, or not 
being maſter of his own determinations, and ſo con- 
ſequently his miniftery , and therein the Goſpell 
might be blemiſhed. The feareof which ftroke his 
heart, the prevention of which moved his ſpirit, that 
both they might be ſatisfied , and himſelte remaine 
without blame, 

A reſolve, apurpoſe ſetled ; Daniel was fully reſol- 
ved, he had laid this charge upon his heart , that he 
would not defile himſelfe with the Kings meat, Day. 

I. 8. 

A tye or obligation, whereby the heart, otherwiſe 
ſhifrie, is bound to the worke intended, ſometime by 
afingle promiſe , ſometime byan oath or vow, and 
ſometime more publiquely by a ſolemne ani = 

n 
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And this laft , and higheſt degree is that which the 
Prophet ſpeaks, atleaſt in this ſenſeI take it, This is 
that ingagement of ſoule, whereby a manprevents 
his ſtarting aſide, and this is that firſt phraſe that was 
to be opened. | RE 
2, Of theſecond. To approch nnto me. 

This is the object, and this approchment is three. 

fold, x. Inhis inward: 2, In his outward man. 3. In 


. both. : 


Firſt, In his inward man, in heart, by drawing cloſe 
to God, injoying aſenſible, and blefled communion 
with him, which is comfortablein fuch a degree, that 
where it is felt, it needs no bidding to make anin- 
E_ERRT. <= ; 

Secondly, In his outward man, in his perſon appro- 
ching to God in the praCtiſe of all duties command- 
ed ; God in hisordinances is powerfully preſent, man 
in their uſe ſtands within this preſence, 

Thirdly, In both, inall his abilities approching to 
him in managing his holy cauſe , and therefore holy, 
becauſe his. God walkes in the midft of his peoples 


armies ; When thy ſonnes, © Sion, are armed againſt Zech. g. 3; 


thy ſonnes 0 Greece, the Lord God is ſcene over 
them. Theſe are thoſe approchings of the Saints to 
their God. The firſt is their happineſſe, the ſecond 
their dutie,the third their honour. It is a happy thing 
toinjoy Gods comforts in ſoule, it is ourinjoyned du-: 
tietoobey him inhis wayes, and itis an honourto be 
found ſtanding forthe way of righteouſneſle. | 
3. Of the third. The inquiry , Who « the ? 

Scripture queſtions are of ſeverall uſes, hold forth 
feverall ſenſes, here it ſeemes to be an approbation 
of the ation ſpoken of, Who is this > What one 1s 
this? thatſo carefully ingageth his heart, 'This1s not 
> ordinary 
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ordinary among men , Dor of an ordinary degree in 
man, few move, fewer ingage themſelves to move 
towards God. This approbation hath, _ 

Firſt, Its foundationin a dutie, I approve this inga- 
ging, and the man becauſe he ingageth, 

Secondly , Its direction from the ſubjet, Hearr. 
The ingagement ofthe outward man may havewrong 
principles; That it may be right, let the heart, ſoule, 
inward parts, all thatis within us be ingaged to blefſe 
his. holy name. 

| Thirdly, Its limitation from the object, toapproch 
unto me, to ingapge the heart to ſin, tothecreature, 
to vanitie , is.neither commendable , nor approvea- 
ble, but to cloſe with God, to come to, ſtay with,and 
a(t for him, this is that which the Prophet , and God 
in the mouth of the Prophet here approves. And this 
brings us to 


The ſecond generall part. 
SECT. 2. 


The Fropounding of the Point, and that 
LÞ intheſe words. 


20d obſerves with thecye of approbation , ſuch 
A #35 ingage, and tye themſelvesto him, helooks 
with: ag. approving; eye upon this:carefulnefſe. For 
ſuch aningagement of foule is firſt neeifull, ſecond- 
ly helpfull ; needfull for the heart, helpfull to our 
graces. CE 
;.: The needfulnefle is evident. The heart is flow, 
and ſubtill, backward and deceittull, except it be 
drawn with the cordof ſuch an ingagemenr, ir puts 
fowly forward; and when thus drawn, it will fall 
quickly 
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quickly off, Dayes of deſolation beget reſolves , 
timesof terrour produce ingagements , which the 
heart( the ftorme paſt ) will wilily, and wickedly ſeek 
to evade. David {uſpeCted this couſenage in himſelf, 
when he cryes out, Oh!1 have many good thoughts, 
but anaughtie heart, many holy purpoſes, butade- 
ceitfull ſpirit. Thou haſt cauſe as a Creatour, not to 
beleeve; the tender of my obedience, nor as a juſt 
God, the promiſe of ſubmiſſion, butIcall tothy mer- 
cy to give afliftance. Be ſurety for thy ſervant for 
good : for the performance of all good I promiſe, 
Pſal. 119. 122. And Hezekiah in his fickneſfſe was not 
without feare of this deceitfulnefle. Oh Lord I am 
opprefled, undertake for me; I ſhall never keepe my 
word , that word which my lips have ſpoken , and I 


have none dare paſſe his word for me. Doe thou O 1.48.14. 


Lord undertake for me. - 1% 
The helptulnefle is undeniable, a heart fromthis 
ingagement may fetch renewed ftrength continually. 
This ingagement is a buckler of defence to arme us 
againſt Satans inticement, is armour of proofe to 
withſtand the worlds inducement, it makes us with- 
out feare, or failing ſtand upon our own ground , and 
renew our. courage like the Eagle. 70b was probably 
ſometimes ſeduced with ſuch fooliſhperſwaſions, to 
- Courſes not lefle fooliſh, but he yeelded not ; What 
helped him? even his ingagement:I have made a Co- 
venant with my eyes; how then ſhal llook on a maid? 
Chap. 31. x. Conſtancy in good is well-pleafing to 
God, It any draw backe, his ſoule hathno pleaſure in 
them, Heb. x0. 38. Whatſoever then is needfull for 
it, or helpfullto ir, he both preſcribes, and approves. 
O let us 1ngage our hearts to this approchment, a du- 

.. tie injoyned, afacrifice accepted, | : 
ES C ut 
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But there is one Scripture , that fully ſhewerh the 
poinr, and the trath of it in a'l particulars Conſider 
then, Dent. 26. 17, 18, Three things may ſeeme ne. 
ceſſary herein tobe noted. The act, the approbation, 
and the reaſon, and here we have them all. 

Firſt, TheaCt, ingaging, orthe perſons, the inga- 
gers of themſelves. - Thou haft ayouched, ſet up 
God thisday to be thy God , notonelyin thy conſci- 
ence by the at of faith, butevenby thy mouth thon 
haſt uttered this probably in ſome ſolemne league and 

nx" * Covenant. Thou haſt made to fay * , ſo much the 
word imports. 
| Secondly, The approbation,and God anſwers thee 
accordingly, he hath avouched, ſet up thee to be his 
people, particularly to twopriviledges. 

Firſt, To be his peculiar people, the people of his 
own proper poſſefhion, joyned ſo high,united foneer, 
that they are admitted to a participation of many 
heavenly priviledges; The aCtions of the one being 
communicated. to the other; Mans prayer is called 
Gods, I will make them glad in the houſe of my pray- 
er, Iſa, 56.7. Gods people called mans. Moſes his 
people. Moſes law. So inthe law of God, and in his 
law, that is, the righteous mans law, ſal. 1.2. 

Secondly, To keepe his commands: This ſeemes 
rather to bea duty then aprerogative, yet a preroga- 
tiveit is fora Chrittian to be holy , obedient, righte- 
ous. Both direaly, and accidentally. - 

Firſt, Directly , the Scripture teacheth ſo. The 
fruit of a Chriſtians bcing made fiee from finis, unto 
holinefle, Row. 6. 22, If you will feare the Lord, and 
ſerve him, ( Theſe are Sawnels wordsto the people 
and not rebell : What then? what ſhallwe have? Then 
fhall you and your King continue to follow the Lord, 

; 1594, 
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x Sams. 12. 14. Salomonſetting down the recompence 
of a righteous perſon, ſaith, his reward ſhall be dou. 
ble in himſelfe, and in his poſteritie, in himſelfe, he 
ſhall walke on in his integritie , in hispoſteritie, they 
ſhall be bleſſed after him, Prov. 20. 7. 

Secondly, Accidentally. Holinefle isapriviledge, 
as well asadutie, it isareward, a benefit tohim that 
walkes therein. 1t may, and oft dothdaunt theirper- 
{ecutours, that otherwiſe would have taken away their 
lives. The Heathens obſerve, that the majefticke 
preſence of a Prince hath daſhed the boldneſſe, and 
ſo prevented the execution of ſome villanous at- 

tempt by a baſe traitour againſt their perſons: and 

Chriftians know, that the power of holinefle is able to 

dazzlethe proudeft ſpirits. Herod (ſaith the Text ) 
feared 1ohy, and ſo along while did him no hurt. And 
the Emperour Adrian ceaſed his perſecution againſt 
the Chriſtians of his time , when he underſtood of 
_ theirholineſfle of life : So true is it both wayes, that 
the puniſhment of fin, is fin, and the reward of the 
command, isthe command. | 
Both theſe priviledges are again repeated, and fur- 
ther evidenced in the following verſe. Thou art his 

peculiar people , therefore will he make thee high a- 

boveall nations, in praiſe, name, and honour, of more 

efteeme then any: and, Thou keepeft his commande- 
ments, and ſo he advanceth thee to bea holy people 
unto the Lord thy God. All this evidenceth Gods 
approbation of an ingaging heart. 

The reaſon and ground of Gods approving this 
act, they are two. | 

Firſt, Becauſe the matter, or duties, to which by 
this bond the heart is tyed, are ſuch, as God directly 
obſerves with an approving eye. The dies * are 

2 three 
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three here ſpecified , and all elſe-where expreſly ſub- 
jected to this eye of God. TED 

Firſt, Thou obligeſt thy ſelfte to walke in his wayes, 
in the praCtile of all the duties of the ſecond Table; 
and upon ſuch as depart from evill, and doe good, T 
on ſuch righteous ones, the eyes of the Lordare fa- 
ſtened, not his omniſcient eye, but his protecting, 
bleſling eye, thateye, the ſeeing whereot is of the 
ſame temper with the openeare following, His eye is 
upon the righteous, and his eare open to their cry, 
that eye, which ſtands in oppoſition to his face, which 
is againſt the wicked, Pſal. 34. 16, 17. 

Secondly, And to obſerve his ordinances andjudg- 
ments,reverently to practiſe all the duties of the firlt 
Table toGod, and to ſuchalſo God cafts his eye of 
reſpe&. Theeye of the Lord is upon thoſe that teare 
him, and that hope in his mercy, Pſal. 33.18. | 

Thirdly, And to hearkentothe means of both, to 
heare his voyce; When I counſellthee andinftru&t 
thee in the way that thou ſhouldeſt goe , mine eye is 
upon thee, both to keepe thee toit, and to bleſſe thee 
in it, Pſal. 32.8. | 

Secondly, Becauſethis ingagement isa means to 
accompliſh his promiſe , Becauſe thou haſt avouched 
God, God hath avouched thee, and will doe as he 
hath ſaid, and againe, as he hath ſaid ; the repetition 
whereof, ſeemes toargue contentfulnefle in God, in 
that by this avouchment, a way was opened for the 
accompliſhmeunr ot his promiſe. God is well-pleaſed 
for his righteouſneſle ſake, delights, when he canevi- 
dence himſelte to be righteous and juſt, for the Law 
and words of his mouch , he will magnifie and make 
honorable in the taithtulacs of their accompliſhmenr. 
Mercy , the as of mercy pleaſe him, Mich. 7. 17. 


God 
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God 1 findes in a righteous man reſt of ſpirit, becauſe | 


by him he ſends downe a full influence of his favour 
upon the world. It the world knew, ſay ſoine Hebrew 
Doctors, of what wortha righteous man were, they 
would hedge hitn about with Pearles, &c. His life is 
beneficialltoall, even in ſome ſort to God himiſelte : 
for by him mercy is ſhewen to the world : his death 
therefore is of great conſequence ; a greater afflifti- 
on, then thoſe Curſes mentioned, Dent. 28.. I will 
make thy. plagues wonderfull, thy heavens ſhall be 
Braſle, they ſhall diftill no dew,nor raine to water the 
earth ; but I will doe a marvellons thing, a. marvel- 
lous and ſtrange ; a good man, awiſe man ſhall be ta- 
ken away, and I canſend no more bleflings upon you; 
there remaines not a heart ingaged, to whom I de- 
light toapproch : Whiles ſuch were, my eye was ſa- 
tisfied with ſeeing good, my-heart with doing good; 


now the one is removed, the other topped: 'O where 


is he that ipgageth his heart to approchto his God't 
This isthe ſecond. S104 FH 


-  \Thethird generall pant. '' »/ |: 
a! |: 6 Raw 
 . Theexaminine of the autie. ; 
TE ingagement being thus approved,and there- 
fore to be entered on ; letus a little examine the 
dutie,and minde two things. Ng] 
Firſt, what particulars doe ingage us, by what — 
or thoughts doth the heart become ingaged : andſe- 
condly, what hinders thisingagement, and ſtops our 
entrance thereupon. 33 bt 09 
Firſt, ſeverall and many waies doth the heart be- 
come ingaged to God: no conſideration can enter 


= 
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our hearts, no occurrent happen in our lives, but it 
offers reaſons enforcing this duty. Weare ingaged to 
God by our being, by our receiving, by our doing : 
minde either, and acknowledge thy ſelfe ingaged. 

Firſt, our being, what we are ingageth us. 

Firſt, that we are creatures,and ſonot forgotten in 
everlaſting night of anot being: that weare men,and 
not beafts; that we are Chriftians,and not heathens ; 
allareingagements. 

Secondly, but our being thus, andthus ; men of 
gifts and parts;placed in ſuch Callings;qualified with 
ſuch endowments; interefled in ſuch priviledges ; 
Thefe are ingagements indeed. 

2 "Secondly, what we have... | | 
| Firft, every thing we have received bindes us ; all 
the acts of Gods providence over us; all the effes of 
Gods goodnefle to us : Health, Food, Callings, 
Trades, Friends, Families, Clothes, the ſervice of 
the Creatures.:'Sunne, Raine, Fruits of the Earth : all, 
all theſe are bonds. 

Secondly, but eſpecially,our more peculiar favours, 
inward experience of his love, and fruition of ſoule- 
communion with him; Oh who would not be inga- 

____ gedforthis! 
3 Thirdly, what we doe, even ourowne actions be- 
come our obligations ; and that which comes from 
us, bindes us. w 

Firſt, our feeling prayers: Who dare practiſe, what 
he prayes againſt ? a prayer againſt the power of ſinne 
obligesrowalke inthe power of that prayer ; neither 
will any lightly omit; what but late as anevill he hath 
contefled troGod. | 

Secondly; bur eſpecially, ( which is our preſent 
worke) our ſolemne and ſerious vowes, protcftat- 
| Ons, 
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ons, promiſes z our Covenant in Paptiſme, our parti- 
cular Covenants centred into, upon the apprehenſion 
of ſome approching Calamitie, upouaday of Humi- 
liation, at a piercing Sermon , or foule-fearching 
Prayer before a Sacrainent, or the like : If we have 
ſpoken with our lips, we cannot goe backe, we are 
ingaged, 

Secondly , as for ſuch things that may hinder, we 
ſhould both note and avoyd. 

Firſt, Ignorance : If thou kneweſt the gift of God, 
faith Chrift tothe Samaritane woman : want of pray- 
ing comes from want of knowing. Have you received 
the Holy Ghoſt > was Paxls queſtion ; but che reply 
was, that could not bez We have not {o-much as 
heard whether there be a Holy Ghoſt, or no. Have 
you ingaged your ſonlesto God in a ſolemn League * 
Let this be our 2zere, and the Anſwer will be, We 
have not ſo much as heard, whether there befuch a 
duty, orno : Ignorance hindersthis bond,” _' / © 

Secondly, wretched prophanenefle,which flights, 
and ſets at naught all duties ordinary, extraordinary , 
ſuch mindefinne,and the fulfilling thereof;and binde 
themſelves to miſchiefe with cords of vanity: whileſt 
in the meane time they are contented to fit looſe 
from God. 

Thirdly, wicked policie, both to avoyd the ta- 
king, and to evade the keeping; ſcruples of Con- 
ſcience ſhall be pretended, by ſuch as know not what 
Conſcience meane : Scripture ſhall be alleadged, b 


ſuch as are little verſed therein ; This ſentence ſhall 


be thus explained ; this releaſement ſhall be thas pre- 
tended : all is but ſeemingly to ſtop the mouth 
of Conſcience, that ſaith, they muſt both make and 
pay vowes unto God, Yet thewilfully ignorant will 
neglect 
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neglect it ; the wretchedly prophane will contemne 
it ; the wickedly politicke will avoydit ; fo the heart 
ſhall be lett:roitsw@wne ſwing, open to all corruption 
that breakes in like a flood. For. the prevention 
whereof; let uscome onto ? 


The fourth generall part, 


SECT, 4. 

E ''-. Inconragements ts the pracice. | 
T He point thus propounded, and in ſeverall parti- 

4 culars deſcribed; wherein,and whereby the ſoule 
may be:ingaged :: there is nothing remaining but the 
practice of it; andthat is yours. Vp thenand be. do- 
ing : Diſoblige your ſelves, and be no longer ſervants 
to the world, to finne, to obey either in the luſts 
thereof ; but be-you bound to ſerve righteouſnefle, 
and the God of righteouſjiefle; For his ſervice is per- 
fe freedome : Inthis incouragement tothis work, 
that I might doe as much, asI can in this little time 
granted, and gained for preparation and delivery ; I 
would adviſe, exhort, reſolve, [and fo prevent irre- 
verence, backwardnefle, and doubting ; that.neither 
the ignorant may prophane, nor the refraftory con- 
temne, nor the ſcrupulous queſtion this holy Ordi- 
nance of God, as unholy, needlefle , ambiguous. 
Let this incouragement then be received in words. 

I. Cautionary.'2, Hortatory. 3. Satisfactory. 


I. Cantionaty. 


. -Letthis great worke be done judicioully, caute- - 
louſly; and as an Ordinance of God : Take we heed 
therefore : Firſt, to the manner. Secondly, to the 
matter. Thirdly, tothe conſequence. 5 

Rs 1, To 


taking of the Covenans. 


1. Tothe manner, See that itbe done, firſt, 
Cheerfully : ſecondly, Religioully. 

Cheertully, and willingly, for ſo did the people of 
Iſrael in their covenanting with God :.2 Chron.15 14, 
15. They ſwore unto the Lord with 4 loud woyce, with 
fhoutings, and Trumpets, and muſicke, and they rejoyced 
becauſe of the Oath, &c. God loves a cheertull giver, 
his heart is toward thoſe that willingly offer them- 
ſelves tothe worke of the Lord. And here let me not 
conceale the mercy of the:Lord to us-in the worke 
now in hand, for why ſhould not the Lord have the 


glory ofall his favours? God hath direed our hearts 


to this dutie, . cheered up our affections to this in- 
agement: Whoalmoſtſees not his hand in all this? 

his cheerfulneſſe, and forwardneſle,I now call for , 
I did, I-doe : Thope, I ſhallſee. - 

Firſt, I did ſee. Which of us (brethren) hath not his 
heart yet rejoycing , but even to thinke upon this 
worke , this laft: Monday inthis place * . Here was 
 cheerefulnefle : Who was not glad to ſee it? Whowas 
not incouraged toit? Here was a willing people free- 
ly offering themſelves tobe bound tothe Lord, Here 
was rejoyCing, | 


Firſt, in the petformance:: the like duty was never 
{ſcene in our dayes within this Land: It was, Lam per- 
ſwaded, the very birth-day of this Kingdome, borne 
anew to comfort and ſuccefſe ; our hearts were then 
ſoelevated, theyare not ſetled yet. 


Secondly, for the performance of ſuch aduty,in 


ſuch a manner, by ſuchperſons: You might here have. 


ſeene the Honourable Houſe of Commons unani- 
mouſly with hearts and hands lifted up to the Hea- 
vens, ſwearing to tlie moſt high God. Here might 
you have ſcene our deare brethren the-noble and 
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learned Commiſſioners of Scorland willingly coming 


into this Coyenant oftruth, as the repreſentative of, 
and a pledge for the whole Kingdome. Here might 
you have ſcene the grave and reverend Aſſembly of 
Divines:forwardly countenancing.others, willingly 
ſabmitting .themſelves to. this bond of the Lord. 
What I then ſaw, and-now rehearſe, moſt of you can 
atteſt. Aske your Fathers, conſult with the aged of 
our times, whether ever ſuch a thing, were done in 
_ dayes,. or in; the.dayes of their Fathers before 
them. As 4 fie 32 note ary 

Secondly, I doe ſce, and beleeve the like now; I 
have ground to be perſwaded, that you alſo come 
with alacritie to this ſervice. 

Firſt, the order forithe taking, honours.you with 
this, that you were deſ1:ous of your ſelves, without 
compulſion, to take this:vpon ; Blefſed therefore be 
you of the Lord, and blefled be the Lord for.you, 

Secandly; the fulnefſe of this preſent Aſſembly, 

cald obly forthis end; forthis duties; : i 1! 2 
Thirdly, the nature of your perſons. Nobles, 
Knights, Gentlemen; ſubmit themaſelvesto the yoke 
of the Lord. Collonels, Captaines, Officers in the 
Army, Souldiers , even theſe alſo ſtand pot off fram, 
but cloſe to,and for this worke in hand.. Thoſe of the 
Scots Nation within this Citie by their willipgnefſe 
doe give a check to that Cavill raiſed by ſome, who 
having nothing elſe to ſay, yet ſay this ; Perhaps the 
Kingdome of Scotland will not take it. We can in- 
ſtance in none, none, that I know here. 'The Mini- 
fters of the Lord, that have reftuged themſelves to 
this little SanCtuary, both increaſe and honour the 
number of thein that ſweare, their owne Callings,and 
themſelves. All theſe as they have forwardly _ : 
O 
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ſo doubtlefle will earneſtly repaire in their lot, 
the breaches made in the Lords houſe, Here is 
Cheeretulnefle, ,, 

Thirdly, I hope, I ſhall ſee, and heare the next 
Lords Day, or the next convenient time,all our peo- 
ple readily coming into this bond ; that ſoboth Exg- 
liſh, and Scots; Parliament, and Aﬀembly, Nobilitie, 
and Citie may all rejoyce together, 

Religiouſly : Godly workes muſt be done in a "WE 
godly manner; That the act done for Gods glory 
may be ſanCtified with Gods preſence. With what 
ſerious humiliation, and hearty prayers did Nehemiah 
begin this dutie? Cap. 9. Whata number of ablemen 
did /oſz4h colleQ together ? 2 King.23.2. And how re- 
verently did they reade in the Scriptures,andipeak of 
the nature of the Covenant? both Nehemiah by pray- 
ing, and 7ofiah by reading deſired inthis holy buſi- 
nefle to approve themſelves followers of holi- 
nefle in the fight of God. And at the laft taking in 
this place, Who was not touched with that feelin 
proper made by that * man of God ; that godly ex- a \{r. ;p1ire. 

rtation, which followed from Þ another ; that pithy » Mr, vg. 
relation by that < man of name; thar ſoule-affeQing © Mr, Hwm- 
Thankeſgiving, wherewith a godly © Doctor cloſed 47/07. 
the day ? And thatnolefſe Piety, and love of God *D*. Gouge. 
might 'appeare in you, after you refolved upon the 
worke; you deſired that the Ordinance might be 
ſanQified to you by the Word of God and Prayer , 
you moved me tothis imployment, and got it order- 
edaccordingly : and now [ doubt not, bur inthe aQi- 
on you will doe it with ſuch reverence of Gods Ma- 
jeſtie,ſuch awtulneſle of heart, that in lifting up your 
hands to the moſt high God, he may be pleaſed to 
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accept the ſacrifice, and make it comfortable. Thus 
to the manner, | 
2, To the matter. - 

For the matter, that it be lawfully warranted by 
the Word of God. To examine theſe particularly in 
all and ſeverall parts thereof, were the worke ofa Vo- 
lume, not of one Sermon ; that will be done by 0. 
thers: but to doe ſomething, and what we may tor 
this time it is not difficult toparallel from Scripture 
this Covenant in all the parts of it. The lawfulnefſe 
of Covenanting, I ſuppoſe not queſtionable, asafur- 
therance and helpe to aſpirituall progrefle ; we finde 
itoft uſed : The New Teftament affords but rare in- 
ſtances, the Church then in its infancie having little 
occaſion, andas little need offuch combining : Faſt- 
ings and dayes of Prayer, which are of the ſame na- 


ture, we finde often ; and the Angel Rev. x0. 5,6. lift- 


up his hand, ( a covenanting geſture) and ſwore, b 


- him that liveth, (a covenanting ac ;) but the Old 


Teftament is full. Take then this as granted, and 


cometo the particular materials, and in every part, 


for every Article, we can finde aninſtance. The Ar- 
ticles in this Covenant are ſixe : the Preamble ſets 
forth, 1. The Occaſion; their aime at Gods glory, 
their enemies aimeat their ruine. 2, The.Patterne; 
the commendable praQtice of thoſe Kingdomes, and 
the example of Churches in all Ages. The cloſe con- 
taineth their reſolution againſt all impediments that 
may either ſtop the taking, or diſable the keeping of 
this league, their owne finnes. The body of the Co- 
venant containes the Articles; the lawfulnefſe of 
whichſeemes thus to be warranted. 


The firſt is the reformation of the falſe; and the 


preſervation. 


taking of the Covenant. 
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preſervation of the true worſhip of God, and the uni- 
ting of all the Kingdoms in thar truth thus Reform- 
ed. Such a Covenant tooke 4/a and his people in his 
time, 2 Chron.15.8,9. 

Firſt, For the Reformation of Religion decayed, 
hepurged away all the drofle, and renewed all de- 
feats. He repaired the Altar of the Lord, the maine 
part of their Ceremoniall Covenant, 

Secondly, Fortheuniting of the Kingdomsin the 
embracing of this truth : Aſa gatheredall 7udah and 
Benjamin, this was his own people, the Subjects of 
one Kingdom; and withthem the ftrangers, thatis, 
the inhabitants of Ephraim, Manaſſeh, and Simeon, 
theſe were the people of another Land. So here are 
the perſons Covenanting, the matter Covenanted to. 
The Perſons, the Subjects, twoſeverall Kingdoms; 
the matter, Reformation, and to ſeeke the God of 
their fathers , to this they all ſweare, like as the inha- 
bitants of England, Scotland, and Ireland, meet all in 
one dutie, eyena Covenant, and that to oneend, to 
ſeeke, and ſerve God inthe puritie of his wayes, after 
thepuritie of his will, to this, as 4/aand hispeople, 
we ſweare. 

The ſecond is theextirpation of idolatry and wic- 
kedneſle, and all things contrary to truth, not accord- 
ing to godlineſſe, the proper and perpetuall matter 
of all Covenants. Sodid Aſa, ſo did :1oaſh, ſo did 19- 
ſfiah, ſodid Nehemiah. 

Firft, 4/a tooke away all abominations, he wasim- 
partiall, ſparing neither fin, place, nor perſon: Not 
fin, He removed all abominations ; not place , from 
all places, townes of his Inheritance and of his Con- 

queſt ; not perſon, he depoſed his Mother, or rather 
Grandmother from her State for her idolatry. 
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Secondly , leaſh, or his Covenanters, indeed the 
people of the land, (for ſuch uſually are moſt zealous 
they ruined the altars , houſe and all. They broke 
down all the monuments of idolatry, all to peeces, 
thoroughly,to ſome purpoſe. Prieft and all, they flew 
Matthan Prieſt of B aal with the ſword. 

Thirdly, 79744 purged the whole kingdom, z King, 
23. and Nehemiah with zeale extirpated the ſtrange 
wives. Hereis a Covenant;that rooted out [dolatry, 
Popery, the Baalifticall Prelate Matthan , and all his 
Prelaticall faction the Chemarims, 2 Kine. 23. 5. and 
all this, for this end, that the Lord might be one, and 
his name one, 

The third is, the preſervation of the Libertiesof 
the Kingdome and the King, for matters meerely ci- 
vill: fuch was that Covenant that 1choiadaeſtabliſhed, 
after their ingagements for ſpirituals to God. - He 
made a Coyenant between the King and people, that 
he ſhould preſerve their Liberties, they His Autho- 
ritie, and both each other mutually. | 

The fourth for the Diſcovery , and puniſhment of 
Malignants that increaſe or continue eur diviſion, 
Without a Covenant ſucha diſcovery did CHordecat 
make of Bigthanand Tereſh, the Kings Eunuchs, Eh, 
2. 21,22, Such a diſcovery made the Jews of Sanballat, 
and his fellows to Nehemiah, Chap. 4. 12. Io{iah was 
not without his informers, 2 Ke. 23. 17. butwith a 
Covenant was the puniſhment of ſuch varlets ſetled. 
Whoſoever would not ſeeke the Lord God of their 
fathers ſhould be ſlaine wirhour ſparivg , be he whom 
he would be, ſmall or grear, man or woman, 2 Chrep. 
IF. 13. For why ſhovld nor every one value the pub- 

lique above the private, the common good before 
' hisown? 


The 
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 Thefifth ; The preſervation of the union, and of 
the pacification betweene the two Kingdoms, This 


is the matter of all civill leagues, fuch a league made 


Iſaac with Abimelech, TIacob with Laban, David with 


Hiram, &c. But chiefly ſuch a pacification doth God 
promiſe to make betweene Iſrael and Judah , Ec. 
37.26. They ſhould both live under one King , verſ. 
24, fo doe the Engliſh and Scots: And both dwell 


inone Land, werſ. 25. ſodoe the Engliſh and Scots: 


They ſhall have the ſame Miniſtery, and. Religion, 
ſolabour doe the Engliſhand Scots: and A Pacifica- 
tion will God make between them , and that by Co- 
venant, and ſuch a Covenant as ſhould neyer be for- 
gotten or broken, ſuchathingare we doing now, and 
then Gods SanCtuary ſhall be placed among us , the 
SanCtuary of His preſence, ſervice, protection, which 
isourexpectation and our hope. 

Laftly, The firme adhering to this Covenant, and 
continuance in the ſame notwithſtanding all oppoſi- 
tion, contradiction, diflwaſion to the contrary what- 
ſoever. Allthepeople ſtood to the Covenant, 2 Kg. 
23.4. This was 19a) his care not onely for himſelte, 


but for his people; He made all that were ftoundin 


Indah and Benjamin to ftand toit, ſo all his dayes they 
turned not back from the Lord God of their fathers, 
2 Chren. 34. 32,33. This is the Covenant, and this is 


a generall view of the generall matter ;* Thisis ac- 


cording to the ayme of thoſe that made it, takeir, 
ſweare toit, Whobnr an Atheift can refuſe the firſt; 
who buta Papiſt the ſecond; who but an opprefſour, 
ora rebell, the third ; who but the guiltie, the fourth; 
who but men of fortune, deſperate Cayaliers,the fitt; 
who but light and emptie men, unſtable as water, the 


fixt? Inaword, the dutieis ſuch, that God hath or- 
| dained; 
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dained ; the matter isſuch, as God approveth, the 
taking ſuch,as God obſerveth ; and the conſequences 


ſuch , as God hath promiſed, and in them ſtands my 


third Caution, to which 1 now come. 
3. Tothe Conſequences. 
For the Conſequences, and iſſues that doe or muſt 


follow upon the raking , be alſo Cautelous; Take, 


heed therefore that after this heart-ingagement to 
God, none ſtart backe like a broken bow ; See that 
you neither, 
x. Falſifie the oath. 2. Profane the oath. 
Doe not falfifie the oath, making the ations of the 
outward man , contrary to this action of the heart. 


An oath is oneof the two immutable things wherein 
| itis impoſlible that ſhould lye, not fitting, that man: 
ſhould. The peoples forementioned example teaches 
conſtancy, they ſtood to it , the Covenants ordinary 


Epithet [Everlaſting ] implies continuance : ' Nei- 


ther can God , or ſhould man play the children, ſay, 


and unſay ; All our Covenants in Him ſhould be yea, 
not yea, and nay. If we prove looſe, we provefalle, 
and lye unto God that made us. Take heed to your 
Covenant, 7ofh. 24. 27. This ſtone, theſe wals, theſe 
pillars, theſe ſeats ſhall witnefle againſt you, that you 
denyed him : to falſifie the ingagement 1s to deny our 
God; His power, his revenging juſtice, his word, his 
preſence, and the like; It you wiltully falſfifie this 
oath wherewith you are bound , as'much as in you 
lies, you make God any thing but a God. Keep truth 
and fidelitie forever, | 
Doe not prophane it, by aſlight eſteeme, by an ir- 
reverent taking, by an unholy lite. 
- Firſt, Bya Night efteeme , as a matter of no mo- 
ment, Can that beatriflle, which is the fruit of the 


judicious 
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Judicious Conſultations of the Agentsof both King- 
dos, as the onely means to perpetuate the Union ? 
Can that be atrifle, which was produced by ſuch, who 
had meerely the glory of God betore their eyes as 
conducing much thereto ? Can that bea trifle which 
is publiſhed as the maineand ſole preventive ofall the 
bloody plots of Gods enemies againft the truth? Can 
that be a trifle , whichis now cleaved to as a means 
more effectuall, and a degree above Supplications, 
Remonſtrances, Proteſtations,to preſerve our ſelves 


and ourReligion? All this and more the preamble. 


ſpeaks. | 
Secondly , By irreverent taking. It was reſolved 
on after mature deliberation , Ic is alifting up of the 
hand to the moſt high God, and a ſwearing by his 
name, and Gods name muſt not be taken in yaine, 
ſuch will not God hold guiltleſſe. But of this before. 
- Thirdly , By an unholy life. Such a thing would 
marre all we have done ; though defiled with former 
fins, yetnow fin-no more: Our Covenant forbids it; 
our ſtate now ftands thus ; either by our fins we ſhall 
make a breach into our Covenant, or by our Cove- 
nant makea breach from our fins , In the cloſe of the 


Covenant we reſolve on the endeavour, that this Co- 


venant may have its deſired fruit ; We deſire tobe 
humbled for our own fins, the lands fins, under-yaly- 
ing the Goſpel, negleingthepower, andpuritie of 
it, no endeavour to receive Chriſt into our hearts, no 
care to walke worthy of him in our lives, ſuch and the 
like fias a godly Covenanter muſt ſhun left he pro- 
phane ir. Let us then prize it as an effectuall meanes 
of good , take it witha reverent feare of God, ho- 
E nour 
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nour it in holineſſe of life for ever. Let us both veri- 

fieit, and ſanQtific it by continuing to ſtandin it, by 

endeayouring tolive by it to Gods glory, that this ta- 

ken Covenant may be tor the name, the hotour, the 

praiſe of the great Jehovah for ever. 
Theſe are the Cautions, 


2, Hortatory. 


Theſe Cautions being obſerved ; Comeall, and 
let us enter into an everlaſting Covenant with the 
Lord; come on, and let us ingage our hearts unto 
our God: We have apropenſitie to keepe off, Let a 
Covenant keepe us cloſe : Our hearts would be wan- 


_ dering ; Leta Covenant bind them. Will you traft 


yourſelves withoutatye 2 Do you know your ſelves? 
Come to this worke, with a heart, with a heart lifted 
up, as wellas a hand, as high as a hand, Letusliftup 
our hearts to our hands; Let the ardency of our at- 
feftion raiſe up our ſpirit to meet the Lord,to whom 
we adjoyne our ſelves for ever; To you I cry,to whom 
the order ſpeaks, to every of you I call, come ingage 
your hearts. 

 Firft, Nobles, both greater andleffer, thinke not 
the Dutie below you, too meane for you, there is but 
one way to heaven forall, ſcorne not to joyne with 
inferiours in this worke, in Chrift there is neither 
male nor female , no reſpeCt of perſons. The ſame 
way that the ſoule of the pooreſt is refreſhed, is the 
ſoule of the richeſt , poore men pray , -and Princes 
muſt pray ; common men humble their ſouls, and re- 
pent, and crowned Kings muſt doe ſo too. The peo- 
ple of God, they walkearight, and all men, grear and 


ſmall 
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ſmall, muſt follow themalike: The eye of every or- 
divary man muſt be towards the Lord. So as the 
tribes of Iſrael are, and the ſame way muſt Tyre and 
Sidon looke, though they be very wiſe, Zech, g. x, 2. 
No largenefle of parts, Greatnefle of place, emi- 
 nency in Gifts, of Wiſdome, learning, wit, not am- 
plitude of Rule, norany high thoughts can exempr, 
but he muſt ſubje& himſelfe to the condition and 
courſes of the loweſt ſort, heaven regards not the 
goodlinefle of the perſon, looks not as man looks, for 
_ God regards the heart. 

Secondly, Souldiers, for you alſoare ingagers, this 
ſay, you have a noble patterne; But I hope I may ſay, 


98 1 
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you outwrite your Copy. They came to 7ohz Baptiſt, Lut.z.r4. 


and to the place, where he baptized ; you come tothe 
preſence of God, and the place, where the heart is to 
be ingaged; They cameto be directed what to doe, 
you to doe, what you have beendurected ,- Ride you 
on profperouſly in this righteous truth, it Iyes mainly 
upon you to be holy, yea more then upon others, your 
adventures are more hazardous, your dangers more 
probable; yea, your deaths perhaps more neere, 
'Therefore, 

Firft, You muſt remove from you wickednefle,and 
wicked men. Wickednelle from your hearts, wicked 
men from your Armies ; Let borh your perſons be 
holy, and your companics holy. God himſelte com- 
mands the:former, rhe Prophet from God the latter. 
When the hoſt marcherh forth, then, & then chiefly, 
thou ſhalr keep thee from every evilthiog, Demt. 23.9. 
When 1444hs King marched our, aflifted with Ifracli- 
tiſh Auxiliaries, which were idolaters; Let not(faith 
the Propher.) the men of Iſrael goe with chee , m 
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God is not with Iſrael; If thou doe, thou ſhalt not 
proſper , 2 Chron, 25. 7. It there were no evill {finne 


1nyour hearts, noevill man in your hoſts, God would 


be with you, with a ſhout, even the Lord with the 
ſound of a trumpet. | 
Andſecondly, yourſucccle depends on Gods pre- 
ſence. When thou ſeeſt multitudes of armies incir- 
cling thee, feare not, for God 1s with thee, and God 
is with thee to fave thee; He walkes with thee to fight 
tor thee, and to proſper thee, Demt. 20. 1. 4. We ſhall 
be caft backe, yea quite off, if God goe not forth with 


2 FIR2%83 our armies ; Or, in ourarmies;the word bears either: 


Pſal, 60, I'0, 


Eztk,19.1 4+ 


when God goes not in our armies, rules not inour 
hearts, lives, converſations, by holinefle; then he 
goes not forth with our armies by victory and ſuc- 
ceſle. | 

The want of godly agents, to manage a godly 
cauſe, a great lamentation. Help Lord , ſaveo God, 
forthe godly faile, and the faithfull ceaſe from a- 
mong men: were there any ſuchin being, they would 
beare rule with God ,-and be faithfull tor the Saints, 


_ theirperſons and prayers would gainprevalency with 


God , their endeavours and conſtancy would ſhey fi- 
delitie to the Saints, and then in Iudah , - our Land, 
would things goc well: and as once Ezekzel of the 
{carfitie of fir governours to rule; ſo we of fitmen 
to fight , when corruption and looſenefle hath ſopol- 
ſeſled the hearts, and lives of our men of warre, that 
there remains no ſanctified, and godly man to make a 


| fouldier, This is a lamentation, and ſhall be for a la- 


mentation. 
W hat ground have we to expe good > Whenthe 
ſons of darknefle goe to caſt out the prince of vow 
ncfle, 
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neſfſe, is this poſſible > Can Satan caft our Satan ? Iris 


aſarisfactory anſwer , that we reft in, and ſtops the 
mouthes of all not incurably blinded, when we heare 
of proteftations, and promiſes to' maintaine the:Pro- 
teftant Religion , and Laws of the Land; when we 
ſee, that the effeCting of the one is by the ſword of 
Papiſts, of the other , by the hand of Delinquents , 
Except we ſhould thinke, that mancan(asGod)work 
happy ends by contrary  meanes. 'For we ſay, How 
can Satan caſt out Satan? So to ourſelyes, tis not 
very likely, that, if Satan keepe the hold he. hathof 
our ſoules, you ſhould diſpoſieſie/him of that ſtrong 
hold he hath of-our land. But you know ſo much; 
and therefore by ingaging yourheatt thisday toGod, 
you firft endeyour to expell Satan out of your owne 
conſciences,; and then ſhall you ſee cleerely to drive 
him from ourKingdome. Fees 
\ Youof our brethren of Scotlayd , come you, and 
enterintothisſure Covenant ; Lay the foundationof 
{uch aneternall League and Peace, that the Sun ſhall 
neverſee broken : All your Countrymen, your King- 
dome are not here; let your forwardnefſe to this 
worke, tell us, what they would doe, if they were : 
Some having nothing elſe to ſay, yet cannot with- 
hold to queſtion whether the Scots will enter into it 
orno? asthe queſtion is without any ground, ſo ſhall 


' it be without any other anſwer for thepreſenc; then 


this; allofrhat Nation in Towne have beene ready 


to this great worke. Can you inſtance in any that 


have beene backward to ſweare unto the Lord? Ifin 
none, then put away prejudicate thoughts, andenter- 
taine in their place earneſt deſires, that this Cove- 
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| nant now by both Kingdomes entred into, may be 
| ezck.37.15.. like Ezckicls ſticks, which reſembled the divided 
[  honſesof Indah and ?ſrac! ; which the Prophet hold- 
ing, they became one in his hapd : ſo this Nationall 
Covenant-taketi into the hand of Gods mercitull ap- 
- probation, way this day, this yeere become one, and 
toreverremaine one: ſo that (as 1ſrael and 1udah after 
this:Typicallunionintwo ſticks) England and Scot- 
lan4after' this religions Unionin one Covenant,may 
for ever, be one People in_this Ifland of GxzarT 
BxxTAiN®, and that one King. mdy continue 
King to them both; and that henceforth. they may 
no-more be'two-Peoples, nor divided into _King- 
domes; thatiour Religionbe cgrrupted no more, as 
of late ; but: being cleanſed we may be the Lords 
People; and he may be our God forever : That Jeſus 
Chrift may beare rule, and.we both may have one 
Mmniftery,and enjoy thattruth, which Chrift; when 
heaſcended up on high, gave as agift to men, during 
ourdayes,and the dayes of ourpoſteritie ; we, andour 
ſonnes, and our ſonnes ſonnes, from this time forth 
forevermore : That the-Lord would plant his San- 
Quary among us, and make theſe two People his 
dwelling place continually : That this Covenant may 
bea Covenant of Peace, and a Covenant of Truth, 
and a Covenant tor everlaſting ; and let all that defire 
it, daily pray for it, and now expreſle it, and with 
Ccheerefulneſle ofhearr, ſay, Amen, 4men. | 
4 _ You, mybrethrenofthe Miniftery, your hearts are 
to be ingaged too, that you alſo may gaine God by 

the ingagement : Be not. you behinde the very for- 
wardett ofthe Lordspeople ; you are not an noms. 

erable 
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derable party in this Land.. The joy' and. happinefſe 
of 1ſrael was, becauſe of the Levites:that waited, 
Nehem. 12. 44. that were diligent in their duties, and 
diligently attendedupon the Lord: 1 will cauſe the 
horve of 1/rael ro flouriſh, faith God : By what means? 
I will give thee, Ezekzel, an open mouth; Cap, 29,21, 
That God may give you a heart to teach knowledge, 
Come, ingage your hearts as agittto God: O, ſaith 
Moſes, that all the Lords people were Prophets ! 
O,ſfay we;that all this Lands people had Prophets, but 
Prophets of 'the Lord that might -teed them with 
wiidome and underftanding , that they all  mighc 
knowthe Lord from the,greateft to the leaſt of them! 
But ah, Lotd God, the Eye of this Kingdome is di- 
tempered, dimme, and darke ; and then how great 
is this darkenefle ! our Prophets have prophecied 
lies, and our Prieſts have pleaded for Baal, andthey 
have reje&ed the word of the Lord; and-what wiſe- 
dome isinthem ? In fteadot ftanding tor God, they 
have ſtood agaift him; and in ſtead of being the beft,, 
they are become the baſeſt: The Prophet thar teach- tis webs only, 
ethlies, he is the taile. If God ſhould come, as once, ps = 


any true ſenſe of 


toſceke fora man, that ſhould ftand in the gap, and this place, nei- 


ther doe the 


make upthe breach, amongft thele he would finde dilike me rx 
the feweſt: in this reſpect our ſtate may belike that, pt. *pc 
which we finde deſcribed, Cart. 6. 4. Chriſt comes 75: Sable, T 


am ſure it is, 


to make a perfect deſcription of his Church, and ſo moreisthepiry: 
Authour is 


conſequently, a comfortable expreſſion of himſelfe 254; 197: at- 
to his Church ; and whereas the eyes are the chiefeſt p2momnas,. 


, : ands of Moſes, 
ſeate of beauty,and therefore likelicſt to be ſtood up- 4+ arcane 


on, he gi 7 thus. * Turne away thine' eyes from theleft hand: or 


, is {7 d 1 - 
me, for they have overcome me. By eyes , under- pretarion of this 


ftand vat, 
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ſtand the Miniftery ; I come to ſpeake comfortable 
_ things to mypeople, but ſet away the Miniſters out 


of my ſight, for they have overcome my patience, 
and filled me with fury : now theſe being removed, 
thedeſcription doth lovingly goe on. Thy haire, thy 
young profeſſours, are like a flock. of Goats ; Thy 
reeth, thy Civill Officers, like aflock of Sheepe; Thy 
Fabry nag any and common Chriſtians, thus 
and thus, &c. Allright, but theeyes,:the eyes I can- 
not endure. But let none of us;provoke this com- 
ptaint, nor hold off any longer from the Lord that 
invites. What ſay you? Are you willing to this in- 
oagement? Will you binde yourlſelyes tothe Lord? 
Let me extend my ſpeech to all, and diſpatch the 
remaines of this Point, and my meaning thus: That 
you may be incouraged to ingage, conſider two 
things. | 

Pak the ſeaſonableneſle. 
__ Secondly, the ſuccefle of ſuch ingagements. 

Firft, the Seaſonableneſle : There 1s a time for all 


| purpoſes, and every word and action is beautifull in 


his owne time. A publike ingagement is then ſea- 
ſonable, 

r. Whena Land hath beene full of troubles, God 
by ſuch troubles prepares a'people for himin this du- 
tie... I will cauſe you to paſleunder the rod, and fol 
will bring you into the bond of the Covenant, Ezek. 
20. 37. And we know, we feele God hath chaſtiſed 
us ſore of late, but in them he hath not given us over 
todeath, that by chem he might prepare us a people 
fit for himlſelfe. 

2, When aLand hath beene full of corruptions, 
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: and a ſhrewd decay hath beene in ſpiritualls: By a Co- 


venant hath ſuch a people recovered themſelves, and 
regained their God. After the great Apoftaſie by 
Athaliah, Tehoiada renewed theirintereſt by a Cove- 
nant. When cHazaſſes and his ſonne had ſuffered de. 
feftion from God, and advanced Idolatry with or a- 
bove God ; 7oſiah purged all by a Covenant. Our de- 
cayes are evident, our corruptions deftruQive, our 
Covenant therefore ſeaſonable. Comeletus ingage 
our hearts toapproch to God. b 

3. When the enemy begins to fall, and God be- 
gins to ſhine upon his owne , Aſa returning from a 
victory, called his Land to a Covenant, '2 Chroy. 1x. 
When CA:haliah was flaine the League was ſworne, 
by 14h and his Kingdome. Since this motion ofa 
Covenant is come among us, God hatÞas it were be- 
gunne to draw neere ; inthe ſiege of G/oceſter raiſed, 
1n the ſucceſſe at Newbery gained , God is worming 
out his and our adverſaries, which he will doe by lit- 
tleand little, till they be conſumed, This Covenant 
is ſeaſonable. was. Rn 

Secondly, the Succeflſe ; Come and ſee the workes 


ofthe Lord, what wonders he hath wrought, when a. 


pegple hath thus bound themſelves to be his. 

r. A King injurioufly put from his right by an uſur- 
ping hand, after ſuch a Covenant was re-eftabliſhed, 
2 Kings 11. 19. Heſate him downe on the Throne of 
the Kings. . 

2. ALandmiſerably put from its peace,afterſuch 


a Covenant was re-ſetled ; peace was re-obtained ; 


and that asa fruit of prayer, and ſo acknowledged, 
2 Chron. 15. 15, Iſrael had ſworne, and fought God : 
| Es Go 
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God was foundofthem ; And the Lord gave them 
reſt roundabout, 

3. _— craftily , and wickedly put froin its 
puritie, after ſuch a Covenant, was reformed ; after 
ſuch a reformation, continued, 2 Chro7. 34.34. The 
INSAgEMENt being made, All 1oſzahs dayes they turn- 
ed not backefrom the Lord God of their Fathers. 

4. Rebels,and rebellion, baſely,and bloodily bac- 
ked and managed, againſt the Lord and hiswayes; 
againſt his people and their praCtiſes ; after ſuch a 
Covenant haye beene overthrowne, and ſubdued, 
Ezek, 20.'37,38. I will bring youinto the bond ofthe 
Covenant; then I will ſever from among you the 
Rebels ; 1 willchaſethem from their owne land, and 
hinder that they ſhall not enter into the Land of 7/. 
rael, The Lord give this ſuccefle concerning Irelaxd, 
ſever out the Rebels there from true Subjects; chaſe 
them from their owne Land, and yer keepe them 
from ever entring into our Land, the Land of the In- 
heritance ofthe Lord. 

Now theſe ſucceſſefull effeQs of Covenanting well 
minded, Ye 

Firſt, may hint tous a fatisfaftory reaſon, incaſe 
Peace comes not preſently; God hath ſome mibre © 
adverſaries to overthrow, to worme out ; his Sword 
hath not eaten fleſhenough , neitherarehis Arrowes 
drunke with blood yet ; with the blood of fuch earth- 
ly men, whom he hath appointed to deftruQion. The 
hearts ofthe Phil;/tizs were ſo hardned, that they ne- 
ver ſought after Peace ; for it came of the Lord, to 
the intent that they might be utterly deftroyed: Who 
knowes, whether our Peace hath beene denied; our 


Propoſtions 
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Propoſitions caft out , our Treaties fruitleſle , for 


ſuch an end as this? It was of the Lord, who hath a 
purpoſe todeftroy more: God layes afflictions on his 
people, and they continue upon them ; but in the 
meane ſpace to quiet their ſpirits, he teacheth them 
out of his Law, that theſe troubles muft ſtay onely 
till a pit be digged for the wicked, Pſa/.94. 12,13. 
Secondly, may incourage us to goe on ; you have 
now Armor of Proofe,ſuch Armor,as is notordinary, 
armed with a Covenant: Goe, faith the Angel to 


Gideow, in this thy might : Goe (fay I, to every one) 


in this thy might, the ſtrength of this thy Covenant, 
and the effect will be ſuch as is notordinary. When 
the Philiſtims pncy poy , that the®7ſraelitzes had 

brought the Arke of the Covenant into the battell, 
they cried out, Woe unto us, for it hath not beene ſo 
heretofore ; Woe unto us, Who ſhall deliver us out 
_ of the hands of thefe mighty Gods 2x $aw.4.7. When 
your enemies ſhall perceive, that you come armed 
with the armour of a Covenant with God, I hope, 
they ſtrucken with amazement, ſhall cry, Woe unto 
us, we were never ſo oppoſed before : Woe unto us, 
Who ſhall deliver us out of the power ofthis mighty 
Prgyailer ? If it will thus daunt, take it with you, be 
ſtrong : againe, I ſay, Goe in the might thereof, and 
God ſhall proſper theefor ever. 

3. Satisfactory. 

According to the condition ofthe perſon, ſuch is 
the nature ofthe Objection : One our of the malig- 
nitie of his ſpirit cavils againſt the worke ; another 
out of tendernefle of Conſcience ſcruples the taking. 
I ſhall briefly touch upon one or two, and windeu 
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ſuch as theſe : Two Objections , whenT was defigned 
to this ſervice, were ſent me in writing, which, when 
throughly viewed, I perceived nothing atall to con- 
cerne our Caſe, or Covenant. | 

Whether by any Law Divine, or Humane, may Re-. 
formation of Religion be brought in by Armeg? 

Firſt, What is this at all to the Covenant, where 

there is no mention of Armesatall > 

Secondly, What is this to our preſent condition, 
where reforming by Armes is not atall the queſtion ? 
for if Reformation of Religion be the Caſe of our 
affires ;- then either the Parliament are they that doe 
it, or the Cavaliers: not the Cavaliers, for they are 


on the defenſive: witnefle all their Declarations. Not 


the Parliament, forthen the Cavaliers will be found 


fighters againſtReligion, and refifters of God. 

- Thirdly, Ianfwer negatively, it is not, The ſword 
isnot the means which God hath ordained to pro- 
pagate the Goſpel: Goeand teach all nations ; nor, 
Goe and ſubdue all nations, is our Mafters precept. 

Whether to ſweare to agovernment that ſhall be, 
or to ſweare not to diflent from ſuch a future govern- 
ment, be not toſweare upon animplicite faith? KF 

Firſt, This is nothing to the Covenant , neither 
can T ſee upon what ground any ſhould raiſe ſuchan 
impertinent Scruple. 

Secondly, It is, He that ſo ſweares, ſweares upon 
an implicite faith ; for one reaſon againſt the Articles 
of the Prelates was , that they forced us to ſweare to 
the Homilies that ſhall be ſer our, Bur theſe things 
are extravagant, wr ; 

F- ' Other 


am 
De—_—_—_— 


dl. 


. taking. of the Covenant. 37 


& 
a 
C «<4 
A 
- © += 


— 


Other Objections by word of mouth have beene 
propounded, ſome whereof I will hete touch upon. 
One would makea ſtandatthe phraſe [In our cal- gz;,q ;. * 
lings, ] asif ſome politicke myſtery were therein in- : 
volved,ard would have it changed, [according to our 
callings, orſo farre forth as they extend.] 80). There 
i5an identitie in the phraſe, an action injoyned to 
be done in ſuch a place, every corner, as farre as 
that place extends 1s that place, and'no other. Allis 
One. ; th BIG. AE - LOTS 
How if the Parliament ſhould hereafter ſeea con- g4;.8. 
venience in Prelacy for this Kingdom, were not this 
oath then prejudiciall, either-tothe Parliaments li- 


A EET 


betie, or Kingdoms felicity? ©» 
This Objection ſuppoſes, F702 
_ Firſt; That the moft wicked antichriftian govern- : 
ment, may be alawfull government inpoint of con- 
ſcience. - 54%, © 
Secondly, Thar it is poſſible, that this Prelaticall 
Government may be convenient for a State or King- 
dome. When as A 
Firſt, They have been burdenſome in all ages; 
What oppoſites in Exglaxd have they been to our 
p< till their intereſts were changed > 
econdly, All Reformed Religions in the world 
have expelled them , as incompatible with Refor- 
mation, | 
Thirdly, They have ſet three Kingdomes toge- | 
ther by the eares, for the leaft , and worſe of cauſes, 
which now lye weltring in their own blood , ready to 
expire. Y_ 
Fourthly, Experience now ſhews , there isno in- 
3 convenience 


38 A Sermon preached at the 
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- convenience in their want.z either in Scotland, orin 
England. - 


Obie. But what, if the exorbitancies be purged away, 
| _ *__- may not1, notwithſtanding my oath, admit of a regu- 
lated Prelacy? TOTS 
Anſw. Firſt, We fweare not againſt a government , that 
is not, 


Secondly , We ſwears againſt the evils of every 

Government; and doubtlefle many materials of Pre- 

ly muſt of neceſſitie be retained, as abſolutely ne- 

Fclarfl... 4c 5! , 

Thirdly, Taking away the exorbitancies, the re- 
maining willbea new Government, and no Prelacy. . 

Obief, For the diſcovery of all Malignants. All that have 
been; Whether, if I haveafriend, that hath been a 
Malignant, andis now converted, amTbound todil- 
cover him? :.. 

Anſw. This his Malignitie , was either before the Cove- 
nant, or ſince ; It before, No. For then this league 
had no being , anda #0x-ers can have nocontrarietie. 

Tf fince, the diſcovery muſt be at the firſt appearance 
of Malignitie, whileft he is ſo. 

Obie, What it one make'a pattie to uphold Prelacy, 
whileſt it ſtands by Law, muſt I oppoſe him, or dip- 
ver him by vertue of this oath Doth the oath bd 

me to oppoſe legall aQts? BEE 

"Anſwv. 1. 2ver. Whether there be any particular Law 
for Prelacy. | 

2. 2uer, Whether the making a party be Legall. 
3- 2uer. Whether any thing , the extirpation of 
which is ſworne by an Ordinance of Parliament , can 
beſaidtoftand by Law. - | 


Theſe 


taking of the Covenant. 
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Theſe are ſome Queres I have met with. I hearti- 
ly wiſh that the ſame tendernefle of conſcience in all 
things may be ſeene, which if not, it will hardly be 
called a {cruple of tendernefſe, but a cavill of Malig- 
nitie; What now remaines bur onely prayers, that 
the great God of” our judgements and conſciences, 
would fo cleare and fatisfie our ſouls in theſe leagues 
and bonds, that without reluftancy we may all ſweare 
to God, and having {worne , we may have a care to 
keepe the eath inviolable, that as once lirael, foall 
England may rejoyce becauſe of the oath-: And God 
may eſtabliſhed, and his Kingdome ſetled,; That 
his prefence may dwell among men , and his prote- 
. Qion among the ſonnes of men , That he may be 
neerein our Covenanting , found inour prayers, 

and give us reſt; andthat we beingu 

£ may live to him , and not to of 
henceforth, and for ever, 
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